St. Georges Church School
"All things are possible for one who believes" (Mark 9:23)

SEN Report 2023-2024

Intent

It is our aim at St Georges Church School and Nursery that all children, regardless of background,
ethnicity or level of need, are supported to flourish.

It is our intention that children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are
supported to achieve their potential through access to inclusive quality first teaching and
appropriately scaffolded learning.

Our long-term goal is to help equip our children with the knowledge and skills they need to live
fulfilling and independent lives, achieving the goals and aspirations that our children set for



themselves, with the support of all those around them. We want SEND to be celebrated, included
and children to know what they need with independence to support their learning.

e To provide full access for all pupils to a broad and balanced curriculum

e To ensure that the needs of pupils with SEND are identified early

e To ensure these pupils are assessed, monitored, planned for and regularly reviewed to
improve outcomes and therefore make the necessary progress

e To enable pupils with SEND to achieve their potential

e To ensure pupils are prepared for adulthood

e To ensure SEND pupils are equipped for life in the wider community

e To ensure parents/carers co-produce our support plans so that they are fully engaged in
decision-making, assessing progress and determining goals

e To gain the views of the child and enable them to have a voice

¢ To take into account the views, wishes and feelings of pupils/parents/carers

e To provide advice and support for all staff working with pupils with SEND

e To identify and refer pupils to the appropriate services where a need has been identified or
specialist support is required

e To implement the advice of experts and professionals involved from outside of the school

e To identify and direct parents to the best providers of support

e To support key transition points to allow them to be as smooth as possible

SEN Provision

Approach to teaching universal provision and inclusive practises in the classroom

We are currently undertaking a review of our Universal offer in every classroom that supports
children with SEND. This will be updated here by November 2023.

Implementation:

e We will implement and regularly review the SEND policy, ensuring its effectiveness and
adjusting it accordingly.

e Our EYFS Leaders and staff will identify children in EYFS who may have additional needs as
early as possible and the SENDCo will facilitate a plan to ensure the appropriate level of
support is planned for.

e The school's Record of Need is kept up to date and regularly reviewed, including data on
primary needs, diagnoses and working diagnoses.

e The SENDCo will initiate and complete relevant paperwork for referrals to other services or
applications for funding e.g. Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP), Top Up funding,
Speech and Language Therapy referrals and other health referrals etc.

e  We will co-ordinate support for children with special educational needs both at home and in
school to ensure a holistic approach through regular meetings with parents to capture their
views as well as those of the child.

e The SENDCo will liaise with external agencies and help the staff to implement their
strategies and advice.

e Asasupportive and diligent school, we will support teaching assistants (when appropriate)
with training and expertise to ensure the best outcomes for children with SEND.

e The SENDCo will attend courses to keep up to date with current issues, attend regular CPD,
research key SEND areas and disseminate relevant information to staff.



e We will ensure that staff CPD needs are kept up to date by contributing to in-service
training.

e The SENDCo will report to governors on the progress of SEND children and the current
strengths and areas in need of developing.

e Aflexible approach to the curriculum is taken for pupils with SEND who may needs a more
hands on experiential approach to learning e.g. Forest Schools, Nurture, visits to the local
shop, walks around the local area etc.

e Regular learning walks and book looks will take place to ensure that SEND children are well-
supported and making progress as well as termly Pupil Progress Meetings run by team
leaders with class teachers.

e We will strive to ensure that children are fully prepared for the next phase of their learning
and that they develop appropriate life skills to help them live with growing independence.

e That children will be prepared mentally and socially for the challenges that the future may
bring.

Adaptations to curriculum and learning environment.

e Where a child is needing something, additional like having more adult support, needing a
scaffolded task or adapted provision to learning, teachers will make changes to support
them. This would usually begin to support identifying SEND and next steps.

Identifying children with SEND and assessing their needs

Identification of needs is essential so when children are first admitted to the school, St Georges will
contact the child’s previous education setting to get any information that will help us to better
support the children. Early identification is very important and concerns from teachers, support staff
and parents/carers are followed up as soon as they can be from being raised. If a teacher has a
concern about a child and has put provision in place that appears to being ineffective, they must
complete a SEND Cause for Concern Form as soon as they can so the SENDCO can support further.
Should a parent wish to discuss the needs for their child with the SENDCO then they can email:
sendco@stgeorges.bwmat.org for further advice and guidance.

Coproduction and planning, assess, do, review with parents and children

Parents/carers, children and staff will be included in discussions about how we are meeting the
child’s needs and how the strategies will support them. There will be a clear provision of need
communicated with parents and individuals with SEND will go through the stages in our Record of
Support (as detailed below) where necessary. The stage in our Record of Support will be clearly
identified and communicated with parents regularly. Should a child need further support a discussion
will be held with parents/carers to explain the changes and the support will be changed in
conjunction with them.

One Page Profiles

Where a child is receiving in-class provision to meet a Special Educational Need or Disability, a
meeting will be held with the parents/carers (and child if possible) to work together on building a
clear overview on how to best support their needs. This will also allow the sharing of information.

Educational Health Care Plans


mailto:sendco@stgeorges.bwmat.org

An Education, Health and Care (“EHC”) needs assessment is an assessment of a child or young
person’s education, health and care needs. It is the first step to getting an Education, Health and Care
plan (“EHC plan”). An EHC plan can result in additional support and funding for a child or young
person with special educational needs (“SEN”). Each Local Authority website sets out clearly how a
request can be made. A request for an EHCP may be made by the school or by parents and carers. At
St Georges, parents and carers are encouraged to work in partnership with the school and other
professionals if they feel their child may need an EHCP. This process will be undertaken together with
the SENDCo, Class Teacher, Parents/Carers and the child (where possible).

Transitions

Our Foundation Stage teacher visits feeder settings regularly to liaise with staff and meet the
children. Where visits are not possible, the teacher will speak to key workers at the relevant pre-
school, childminders or parents/carers They will also make home visits in the before the start of the
school year. The SENDCO will oversee the provision in Nursery and support the liaison with settings,
parents/carers and other stakeholders to make additional provision for children with SEND.
Parents/carers are invited to share any records and reports, concerning the child’s needs with the
school. Children and their parents/carers will have had several opportunities to visit us before they
start.

When children are going through the transition from class to class in St Georges, the teachers have
access to all SEND paperwork logged in Scholarpack. The whole class provision maps will support the
transition of SEND pupils and structured transition discussions between teachers and Teaching
Partners. Adults from each year group will have time to get to know their children in their new class
during transition days including spending time with the pupils with SEND.

When children are transferring to secondary school, liaison meetings are held with the schools’
SENDCO and Year Group tutors to exchange relevant information. These professionals are also
invited to Year 5/6 children’s Annual Reviews when holding an EHCP, so that they are aware of the
provision that the child will need in their new setting. This meeting is also an opportunity for parents
to meet the staff who they will now be working with, and any concerns can be addressed.

Expertise and training for young people with SEND.

We are outward facing, and research led and through SEND Hubs and Network events and
SEND Leadership training we ensure that there is a comprehensive range of opportunities
for staff to develop and progress their skills and knowledge around SEND.

If there is a requirement for expertise to be improved in an area of need across the school or
for particular members of staff, the SENDCO will arrange for this training to take place and
evaluate the impact.

Enabling activities

We make our curriculum accessible to all by:



» setting suitable, ambitious yet achievable learning activities,

» ensuring we cater to all learning types through creative activities and a broad range
of experiences, including through accessible opportunities for children with SEND to
be involved in extracurricular experiences.

» responding to individual’s diverse needs to ensure they are ready to access the
learning.

» identifying potential barriers to learning through assessment, careful and considered
planning, provision of resources and availability of additional support,

» taking account of the diversity of language, culture, experiences and abilities within
the school to enhance teaching and learning.

We celebrate difference and individuality in our children and know that each child comes
with their own way of learning at every level of need, outlined in the Code of Practice as the
‘four broad areas if need’. Through Quality First Teaching, teachers use both summative and
formative assessments to inform the next stage of learning, ensuring our children are
challenged and engaged at all levels.

We aim to support children in a small group or individually dependent on activity and need.
This will be sometimes in the classroom or in a quiet space, depending on which would
maximise the learning at the time.

Emotional and social development, pastoral, Mental Health and preventing bullying.

Nurture Flex — as part of our SEND provision at St Georges, we meet our children’s SEMH needs by
providing Teaching Partners to support wellbeing, social issues, and restorative practises with
children across the school. This included planned nurture interventions, 1:1 work in class and small
group work.

Mental Health Support — We have an Educational Mental Health practitioner in school, Sam
Williams, who provides support to our children on a referral process through the SENDCO. Families
will be informed and asked for consent should we wish to refer a child to the EMHP.

MHST

Tools to thrive

External Agency support, health, social care and voluntary support.

Some children may be supported by other professionals including Health Services,
educational psychology, occupational therapy and SALT in these cases, parents/carers and
our children will be informed, and their views and visions will be considered. In some cases,
professionals will make direct contact with parents/carers, in this instance it is then their



responsibility to inform the parents of a visit and the parents/carers responsibility to inform
the school.

Arrangements for complaints about SEND

Please get in touch with the SENDCO on: sendco@stgeorges.bwmat.org or follow the complaints
procedure:

Complaints policy (stgeorgeschurchschool.co.uk)

Here is a link to North Somerset’s local offer:

Local Offer | North Somerset Online Directory (n-somerset.gov.uk)
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