VIPERS PROGRESSION 2025:
This document is a guide for progression with question and stem sentence ideas that can be used alongside the VIPERS guides for each book.
	
	YEAR 1
Following ELS scheme books for guided reading not VIPERS
	YEAR 2
	YEAR 3
	YEAR 4
	YEAR 5
	YEAR 6

	VOCABULARY
	Discussed using books that follow our ELS phonics scheme.

Question:
What does the word mean? 
Sentence Stems:
I think ___ means… - The word ___ tells us that… - Another word for ___ is…
	Understand and recognize simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry 

Discuss and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary


Questions: 
What does the word ___ mean? 
Can you find a word that shows how the character is feeling? 
Which word means the same as ___?

Sentence Stems: 
I think ___ means… - The word ___ tells me… - A word like ___ is…
	Understand what he/she reads independently by checking that the text makes sense to him/her, discussing his/her understanding of words


Understand what he/she reads independently by identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning to include paragraphs, headings, sub-headings, inverted commas to punctuate speech


Questions:
What does the word ___ suggest about the character?
Which word means the same as ___ in this paragraph?
What word could the author have used instead of ___?

Sentence Stems: 
The word ___ suggests that… - 
Another word for ___ is… - Instead of ___, 
The author could have used…
	Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what he/she reads by using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that he/she has read

Understand what he/she reads independently by checking that the text makes sense to him/her, discussing his/her understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context

Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what he/she reads by discussing words and phrases that capture the reader's interest and imagination

Understand what he/she reads independently by identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning, to include: paragraphs, use of pronouns for cohesion, inverted commas for speech, apostrophes to mark possession, fronted adverbials

Questions: 
What do the words ___ and ___ suggest about the setting? 
Which phrase tells you how the character is feeling? 
What word could replace ___ without changing the meaning?

Sentence Stems: 
The words suggest… 
The phrase tells me… 
A replacement word could be…

	Understand what he/she reads by checking that the book makes sense to him/her, discussing his/her understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context

Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader


Questions:
What does the phrase ___ imply about the character’s thoughts or feelings? 
Which words give you clues about the mood of the text? 
Can you identify a simile/metaphor and explain its meaning?

Sentence Stems: 
The phrase ___ implies… - These words show the mood is… 
The simile/metaphor means…
	Understand what he/she reads by identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning

Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader


Questions:
What effect does the use of ___ have on the reader? How do the words used show the author’s viewpoint?
What is the meaning of ___ in context?

Sentence Stems: 
The effect is… 
These words show the author’s viewpoint because… - 
In this context, ___ means…


	INFER
	Questions:
How do you think the character feels? 
How do you know? 
Why did the character say ___? What might the character be thinking?

Sentence Stems:
 I think ___ feels ___ because… - I know ___ because… 
The character might be thinking…
	Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done.

Questions:
Why is the character feeling ___? 
What do you think the character is thinking? What clues tell you how the character feels?

Sentence Stems:
 I think ___ feels ___ because… 
The clues tell me that… 
I know ___ is ___ because…
	Understand what he/she reads independently by drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence


Questions:
What is the character thinking when they ___? Why did the character act that way?
What can you infer about the setting?

Sentence Stems: 
I think the character is thinking… 
The character acted that way because…
The setting seems ___ because…

	Understand what he/she reads independently by drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence clearly taken from the text

Questions:
What does the character’s action tell you about them?
Why might the character feel ___? 
What can you infer about the character’s personality?

Sentence Stems: 
Their action shows… - The character might feel ___ because… - I infer that ___ is ___ because…
	Understand what he/she reads by drawing inferences such as inferring characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence


Questions:
What can you infer about the character’s motivations?
How do you know the character has changed? What does the author want us to feel?
Sentence Stems: 
I infer that ___ because… - The character has changed by… 
The author makes us feel ___ by…

	Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence




Questions:
What do you learn about the character that isn’t said directly?
How can you tell the mood has changed? 
What deeper meaning can you infer from this paragraph?

Sentence Stems: 
We learn that… - 
The mood has changed because… 
The deeper meaning is…

	PREDICT
	Questions:
What do you think will happen next?
What will the character do next? How do you think the story will end?

Sentence Stems:
I think ___ will happen because…
Next, the character will… 
The story might end with…
	Make plausible predictions about what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

Questions:
What do you think will happen in the next part of the story? 
How do you think the story will end? 
What might the character do next?
Sentence Stems:
 I think ___ will happen because… 
I predict the ending will be… 
The character might…
	Understand what he/she reads independently by predicting what might happen from details stated

Questions:
What do you think will happen next based on what you know? 
How might the character solve the problem?
What clues in the text help you guess the ending?

Sentence Stems:
 I predict ___ will happen because… 
The character might solve it by… 
The clue that helped me is…
	Understand what he/she reads independently by predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

Questions:
Based on the text, what might happen next? 
How will the character react to ? 
What will happen if ?

Sentence Stems: 
I predict ___ will happen next because… 
 The character will probably… 
 If , then  might happen.
	Understand what he/she reads in increasingly complex texts by predicting what might happen from details stated and implied

Questions:
What might happen if the character makes a certain choice?
Based on the events, what could the next chapter include? How will the conflict be resolved?

Sentence Stems: 
I predict ___ because… 
The next chapter might… 
The conflict might end when…
	Predict what might happen from details stated and implied

Questions:
Based on everything so far, how do you think the story will end? 
What will the character likely do next, and why? 
How could the story change if ___ happens?

Sentence Stems: 
 I predict the story will end with… 
 The character will likely ___ because… 
 If ___ happens, then…

	EXPLAIN
	Being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences. 

Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.


Questions:
why did the characters….?
How does the character feel?

Sentence Stems: - The character did that because… - I know ___ because… - It is a ___ story because…

	Explain what has happened so far in what he/she has read

Questions:
Why did the author choose the word ___? 
Why did the character make that choice? 
Why is this a good title for the story?

Sentence stems:
The author chose ___ because… - The character chose ___ because… - The title fits because…
	Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context

Identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning

Questions: 
Why did the author use that phrase? 
 What is the message of the story? 
 Why did the character change?

Sentence Stems: 
The phrase means… 
The message is… The character changed because…
	Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context

Questions:
Why did the author use that word/phrase? 
What does the author want us to think about ? 
Why is  important to the story?
Sentence Stems:
 The word/phrase ___ helps show… 
The author wants us to think that… 
 ___ is important because…
	Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what he/she reads by making comparisons within a book

Questions:
Why did the author include ___ in the story?
 How does the structure help the reader? 
What techniques has the author used and why?

Sentence Stems: 
The author included ___ to… 
 The structure helps by… 
The author uses ___ because…
	Explain and discuss his/her understanding of what he/she has read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary



Questions:
Why has the author structured the story this way? 
What impact does the language have on the reader? 
How does the author develop the theme?

Sentence Stems:
 The structure is effective because… 
The language creates ___ by… 
The theme is developed through…

	RETRIEVE
	Questions:
Who is the main character? Where did the story happen? What did the character do?
Sentence Stems: 
The main character is… 
The story happened in… 
The character did ..
	Answering and asking questions

Questions:
Who are the characters? What did ___ do in the story? 
Where did the events take place?

Sentence Stems: 
The characters are… - ___ did ___. 
The story took place in…
	Understand what he/she reads independently by asking questions to improve his/her understanding of a text

Retrieve and record information from non-fiction

Questions:
What did ___ do? Where did the story take place? What happened after ___?

Sentence Stems: 
___ did . 
The story took place in…  After , ___ happened.
	Retrieve and record information from non-fiction over a wide range of subjects

Understand what he/she reads independently by asking questions to improve his/her understanding of text with increasing complexity

Questions:
What did ___ say/do?
When did the story take place?
Who are the main characters?
Sentence Stems: 
 ___ said/did ___. 
The story happened in… - The main characters are…


	Understand what he/she reads by asking questions to improve his/her understanding of complex texts

Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction

Questions:
What evidence shows… ? 
What is the setting and when is it? 
Who said ?

Sentence Stems: 
The evidence is… 
The setting is… - ___ said ___
	Ask questions to improve their understanding

Questions:
Find a phrase that shows…
What does the character do to solve the problem? Where did ….. happen?

Sentence Stems: 
The phrase that shows ___ is… 
The character solved it by… 
 ___ happened in…

	SEQUENCE / SUMERISE
	Discussing the significance of the title and events 

Questions: 
What happened at the beginning of the story? What happened next? What happened at the end?
Sentence Stems: - First, ___ happened. - Then, . - At the end, 
	Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related

Questions:
What happened at the start, middle, and end?
Put these events in order. What did ___ do first?

Sentence Stems:
First, ; then, ; finally, . - In order
The events are… -  did ___ first.

	Understand what he/she reads independently by identifying main ideas drawn from within one paragraph and summarise these



Questions: 
Can you summarise the story in three sentences? 
What were the main events? 
What happened in the middle of the story?

Sentence Stems: 
The story is about… 
The main events are…  In the middle, ___ happened.

	Understand what he/she reads independently by identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarise these



Questions:
What is the main message of this story? 
Can you summarise the key events?
What happened in the beginning, middle, and end?

Sentence Stems: 
The main message is… -
Key events include… -
First , then , finally ___
	Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph, identifying key details which support these.
Questions:
What are the most important events? How would you summarise this chapter? 
What key information should someone remember?

Sentence Stems: 
The most important events are… 
 In summary… Someone should remember that…
	Understand what he/she reads by summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas and using quotations for illustration

Questions:
Summarise the main themes of the text.
What are the key messages the author wants to give?
 Can you summarise the plot in three key points?

Sentence Stems: 
The main themes are… - The key messages are… - The plot can be summarised as…



